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Vaccination beliefs



Factors 

Confidence

– do not trust vaccine 
or provider

Complacency

- do not see need for 

or value vaccine

Convenience

- lack of access



“Visiting anti-vaccination websites for 5–10 minutes can 

increase perceptions of vaccination risks and decrease 

intentions to vaccinate”                                                                  
“My son is my science” Jenny McCarthy



The Narrative Bias

“The more narratives 

people read, the higher is 

their perception of risk, 

regardless of the 

information contained in 

simultaneously presented 

statistical information on 

the base rate of vaccine 

adverse events.”

Intention to get 
vaccinated

Risk 
perception

Narratives



Influences



Actions
• Omission bias

Make non-vaccination an action

Default = Vaccination

Make clear to parents that they deviate from the recommendation

Action = non-vaccination

• Use narratives

Cawkwell PB, Oshinsky D. Med Humanit 2016;42:31–35.

http://www.immunize.org/reports/
http://www.voicesforvaccines.org/



Debunking the Myths

• Understand the specific concern

• Not all the same

• Listen

• Don’t bring up new concerns

• Avoid the familiarity backfire effect

• Don’t repeat the myth

• Give the facts

• Avoid the overkill backfire effect

• Focus on the most important arguments

• Use clear, simple language



Actions

• Stay on message

– Vaccines are safe and effective

• Recommended by independent experts

• Higher safety standards than drugs

– Present risks and benefits accurately

– Consequences of not vaccinating 

– Clear language

– Herd immunity not relevant for tetanus



Communication
Participatory        versus          Presumptive

www.immunisation.ie

Today, your 
child is due to 

have 3 
injections

√

What do you want to 
do about your child’s 

vaccinations?

X

Are we going to 
give the vaccines 

today?

X

He really needs to 
have all these 
vaccines today

√



HPV vaccine uptake 
2010/2011 - 2016/2017

Target 80%

~15,000 girls 

not vaccinated 

in 2016/17

Estimated uptake 1st dose only

www.hpv.ie



www.hpv.ie



Concerns

• Vaccine safety  

• Vaccine safety  

• Vaccine safety  

• Vaccine causes serious side effects

• Lack of information – not given patient information leaflet 

• Consent process too rushed

• Distrust in Irish health services – link to Pharma

• Anti-establishment agenda

www.hpv.ie



HPV vaccine and cervical cancer facts

Cervical Cancer in Ireland 

Every year 
• 6,500 women need hospital treatment pre-cancerous lesions

• > 280 (many young) women need treatment for invasive cancer

• 90 women die 

Best way to prevent cervical cancer = 

 HPV vaccination + cervical screening

 Vaccine prevents precancerous growths and cancer 

 Screening detects pre cancer or cancer of the cervix

www.hpv.ie



HPV vaccine facts

Gardasil HPV vaccine 
• in use in over 25 European countries, the US, Canada, Australia & NZ
• >100 million people vaccinated worldwide 
• >240,000 girls in Ireland
• long lasting protection

• 10 years + protection without any loss of immunity 

• expected to provide life time protection 

HPV vaccine has not been withdrawn in any country 

www.hpv.ie



HPV vaccine safety
HPV vaccine is a safe vaccine with NO long term side effects

• Most studied vaccine ever

• >13 years in >1 million people during 

clinical trials and since the vaccine 

was licensed in 2006

• Over 240 million doses globally

• No increase in the rates of any serious long term condition 

including autoimmune diseases and chronic fatigue syndrome in 

vaccinated girls

All international regulatory and expert bodies continually report HPV 
vaccine is safe with no long term side effects



HPV vaccine effectiveness and safety 2006- 2018



Impact of HPV vaccine

Australia
• Introduced 2007
• Catch up programme to 26 years
• High uptake rates (~80%)
• Boys from 2013 



Actions

Liaison

• The Irish Cancer Society

• National Cancer Screening Service 

• Professional bodies 

• Department of Education/ Schools 

• Politicians

• Global 



Actions

• Health professional training

• Information for parents
• Focus groups

• Offer vaccine again and again



Actions
• Increase awareness of vaccine

• National and local radio 

advertising  

• Social media listening

• Social media campaign 

• vaccinated girls

• international experts

• Alliance of health care and other    

supportive bodies



Political support 

www.hpv.ie



Impact

www.hpv.ie 

• Increase in uptake in 2016/17

• Increase in 1st dose uptake in 2017/18



Launch March 2018





 Vaccine prevents precancerous growths and cancer 
 Screening detects pre cancer or cancer of the cervix

NB Screening does not detect glandular cancer



Current update

• demand March/ April 2018

• build on momentum for 2018/19



More information

• www.hpv.ie

• www.immunisation.ie


