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General Issues 

• Accelerated Primary Schedule  recommended for 
children not immunised in 1st year of life.

• 6in1, MenC & MMR can be given at the same visit –
minimum 2.5cms apart

• Always give completed hand held record

• If serious local ADR, assess before additional doses of 
that vaccine are given

• Adverse reactions should be notified to IMB



Gaps between each dose of vaccine

• To allow each immune response to develop – e.g primary 
immunisation (1 month)

– This allows the next response to be a true secondary 
response – faster, bigger and with higher affinity IgG

• To avoid immune interference

– If another live vaccine is given while the immune system is 
making a primary immune response, activation of innate 
immune system may neutralise the second live vaccine. 
Hence, wait 4 weeks to allow the immune system to 
recover.
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Suggested rules for Catch-up

• Plan catch-up on basis of available,  documented evidence of previous 

vaccination. 

• Observe minimal intervals or age

• With catch-up schedule the interval between doses may be reduced .

• The number of doses may reduce with age (e.g PCV).

• Recommended vaccines change or may be omitted. 

• Never restart schedule, regardless of known interval (except Cholera). 

• May give all  vaccines at one visit. 

• Schedule next visit for a time after the appropriate minimal interval.

• Check rules on interchangeability of vaccines. 

• Use optimal intervals when child  is back on course



• Records may not be accurate – accept with 

caution 

• Inefficacy of vaccines may be due to :-

-Improper storage or handling 

-Immune defects e.g.severe

malnutrition 
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Summary

• No need to restart incomplete course

• Access information about schedules in 

other countries via websites

• Vaccinate late entrants according to new 

schedule


